Mycobacterium senegalense from bovines in Eastern Nigeria.
Detailed characteristics of three mycobacterial strains sharing important properties of Mycobacterium senegalense are described. Their physiological properties were compared with those of a typical M. senegalense strain described by Chamoiseau (1979), six strains of M. senegalense and one typical strain of M. fortuitum from the culture collection of Institute of Microbiology, Rutgers. The three Nigerian strains exhibited minor variations in their physiological properties when compared with other strains of M. senegalense. Unlike the strain of Chamoiseau the Nigerian strains did not utilize benzoate or citrate. The strains were also different from the other six strains of M. senegalense by utilizing trehalose and in failing to produce acid in mannitol. Unlike earlier isolates of M. senegalense the Nigerian strains were not from cases of bovine farcy but from cases with pathological manifestations of pulmonary tuberculosis. They appeared to be intermediate strains between M. senegalense and M. fortuitum. These results raise doubts on the justification for giving specific rank to M. senegalense.